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Course Syllabus 
 
HLTH S367 
Global Health Across Audiences: Research and Communication  
2021 Yale University Summer Session A 
June 7, 2021 – July 9, 2021 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 1:00pm EST – 4:15pm EST 
Zoom Classroom Link: TBD 
  
 
Instructors:   Jonathan Smith, PhD, MPH (he/him) 

jonathan.p.smith@yale.edu 
 

   Paul Blom, MA, PhD (candidate) (he/him) 
   paul.blom@yale.edu 
 
Overview 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic exposed a tragic disconnect between the science of global health 
research and the communication of scientific findings to policymakers, the general public, and 
scientists in other fields. Global Health Across Audiences explores the intersection of global 
health science and its communication. Using contemporary global health issues, students learn 
key scientific principles of public health and epidemiological research and then discover how to 
translate these principles to various semi-scientific and non-scientific audiences. It trains students 
on the methods and dynamics of scientific communication beyond peer-reviewed journals and 
academics, allowing them to identify key audiences and survey the landscape of media platforms 
from which to communicate their message. 
 
Learning Objectives 
 
The course seeks to combine public health research with communication literacy in order to 
prepare students to better advance public health issues. Students will engage with contemporary 
global health issues as well as the art of communication in order to strategically advance pressing 
challenges in global health. By the end of the course, each student will possess the skills needed 
to: 

• Understand the principles of public health and epidemiology, including methodologies, 
study designs, and data in the field of epidemiology and global health:  

o What can be concluded from different epidemiological studies? What cannot? 
How do we determine absolute and relative measures of risk, and what does each 
one tell us? How do we balance statistical significance with clinical or public 
health relevance? 

• Understand the difference between data, information, and knowledge: 
o What is scientific evidence in global health? How do we reconcile conflicting 

evidence? What is knowledge synthesis? 
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• Critically evaluate principles of scientific communication to internal and external 
audiences: 

o How does public health science get consumed by the general public, 
policymakers, and other scientists? What are the current ways public health 
researchers engage with these audiences? How are these audiences influenced 
differently? What is epistemic trespassing, and how does it contribute to 
misinformation? 

• Translate complex epidemiological data and research into a format understandable to 
target audiences: 

o What is framing, and how is it used to persuade? What are cues to enhance the 
credibility of the research findings? How do we use stories as a form of 
knowledge production? How do we effectively communicate stories for different 
audiences? What are different ways to present the same (simple) data and 
statistics, and how do they tell a different story? 

 
Course Format  
 
All lectures and discussion sections will be conducted online, and students are expected to 
participate in real time. Students will learn through a combination of discussions, targeted 
lectures, guest speakers, and hands-on projects. Prior to class, students will be expected to 
complete the required weekly public health readings (or watching of relevant film, visiting 
interactive website, etc.).  
 
For selected topics, guest lecturers, including public health professionals, community 
members, NGO workers, journalists, and/or film and media professionals will accompany 
class discussion to allow students to benefit from their expertise. 
 
Course Requirements 
 

1) Individual Blog Posts: Students will be required to complete two short individual 
blog posts on the class website throughout the course based on the week’s discussion 
and activities. Although each individual student is only required to complete two, the 
class as a whole must post at least one new blog posts every day.  

a. Purpose of grading measure: To ensure students are able to convey global 
health issues and work as a group to coordinate tasks. 

2) Weekly Assignments: Each week, students will be expected to complete a short 
assignment based on the week’s primary topic.  

a. Purpose of grading measure: To engage students in continuous discourse and 
ensure they possess the technical skills and fund of knowledge for subsequent 
topics.  

3) Midterm Exam: Students will be given a midterm exam on the public health and 
epidemiological methods addressed in the course. 

a. Purpose of grading measure: To ensure students retain understanding of 
scientific methods covered throughout the course 

4) Final Project: At the end of the semester, students will be expected to produce a final 
project that communicates scientific knowledge to an external audience. The format is 
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intentionally broad to encourage creativity, but may include a series of op-eds, 
infographics, video, website, written narrative, etc. Students will work with course 
instructors throughout the semester on their project.  

a. Purpose of grading measure: To ensure students are able to understand and 
implement the overall course concepts. 

 
Grading 
 
Blog Posts 20% 
Weekly Assignments  20% 
Midterm Exam 25% 
Final Project 35% 

 
Academic Integrity 
 
Unless otherwise specified, all work must be consistent with Yale Academic Integrity Statement, 
found here. Students who have been found to be in violation of this code will fail the course 
(given an “F” grade) and will be referred to Yale Executive Committee.  
 
A Word About Plagiarism 
You must document all of your source material. If you take any text from somebody else, you 
must make it clear the text is being quoted and where the text comes from. You must also cite 
any sources from which you obtain numbers, ideas, or other material. If you have any questions 
about what does or does not constitute plagiarism, ask! Plagiarism is a serious offense and will 
not be treated lightly. Fortunately, it is also easy to avoid and if you are the least bit careful about 
giving credit where credit is due you should not run into any problems. For more information, 
see: https://poorvucenter.yale.edu/writing/wr-instructor-resources/addressing-academic-integrity-
and-plagiarism 
 


