AFST 200/ERM216/ANTH200: Social Dimensions of Evolution in Africa
Summer 2022- May 30th-July 1st.
Instructor: Veronica Waweru
Venue & Time: Room TBA

Time: 1.00-4.15pm
Office hours: Mon/Wed 12. 12.45 or by appointment 
Email:veronica.waweru@yale.edu

Office phone: 203 436-9349

Course Format: Mixed (lecture/seminar)  
AFST 200: Course summary: 

Fossil and archaeological evidence point to Africa as the cradle of humanity. Paradoxically this same evidence conjures images of the primitive in a modernized and religious world. Is the cradle of humanity status a source of pride or stigma for Africans? This seminar-format course will examine the social dimensions of evolution through the lenses of symbolism, national identity, colonialism, media, literacy and religion. The course is also cross-disciplinary and covers history, race, ethnicity, anthropology and history of science.

Longer course summary:

Africa’s non-economic landscape has abundant remains of prehistoric tools, fossils, monuments, and art that inform on our biological, behavioral and technological development over time as a species. Africans encounter their prehistoric past in museums and rarely in literature and the media. Museum exhibits, often in the form of dioramas constitute the only lens through which they see the interpretations of Africa as the cradle of humanity. Visitors are faced with ‘ape-men’ reconstructions and the eventual progression to modern humans. Does the cradle paradox arise out of the perception that evolution is a colonial-crafted identity that casts Africans as primitives or are there other causes that have made Africans disconnect from their prehistoric past? 

Course Expectations:

This course requires time for readings and preparing assignments, and focus and determination to avoid falling behind. You will be asked to participate in (and occasionally facilitate) small-group discussions addressing weekly readings. 

Attendance is extremely important in this course because you cannot "make up" outside of class things that occur in the classroom. I expect you to come prepared to class and to hand in all assignments on or before the due date/time. A previous absence is not a sufficient reason for not handing in an assignment. I reserve the right to schedule additional course work and to penalize missing work and tardiness. Please contact me if you have any problems or need special accommodation.

Academic integrity
Academic integrity is essential to pass this course. If you lend your work to others to submit as their own, fabricate information, or pass off as your own work the words and ideas of another you will fail this class. Use quotation marks when using the words of others and references when borrowing ideas and findings. Academic integrity is the obligation of all students. It ensures the application of the highest academic standards and principles of conduct, honesty and truth. An individual’s work must reflect that person’s own efforts and achievements. Any collaboration of effort by an individual or groups of individuals must be acknowledged. Failure to acknowledge such contributions constitutes an act of dishonesty and a misrepresentation of the individual’s work.

Student Evaluation

Class attendance and oral participation 15%

 Paper 1: (3-5 pages) 15% 
Exam 1 (midterm): 25%

Student presentation 15% 

Paper 2: 5-7 pages 30%

Course materials.

There is no text book for this course. PDF articles, and URL links will be posted on canvas. Your weekly reading will be approximately 130 pages. Films used as part of the course content will vary between 30- 90 minutes.

Week 1________________________________________________________________
Monday: Introduction

Evolution: Science and the “origin” of human origins


Scott  2007, Chap.4



 Imposed identities vs interactive human origins research  


 Shepherd 2002.
Wednesday:
 Garden of Eden orientation in human origins

Africa and other ways of knowing 





Walker, 1997
Nationalist archaeology: real and invented remote pasts   

Kohl 1998, Trigger 1984
Week 2:  _____________________________________________________________
Monday: 
Symbolism and identity
 




William 2009
Animism, Christianity and Islam and influences on modern African identities & spirituality

                   Olupona 1993,
Jok, 2011- chap 1.
Wednesday:
Precolonial societies:

Noble savages, living fossils and popular media in the west.  

Uys-1980 (film)
Africa of the “National Geographic” magazine  



Golberg. S. 
Exploring skin bleaching and African identity     



Blay 2011
Skin color as social capital






Hunter 2002
 Paper 1:

Week 3___F_________________________________________________________
Monday:

19th and early 20th centuries: Race and race theory in western discourse

Gould, 1981 chap.4.

Bradley, J. 2013

Maseko, 1998 (film)
Pictorial : Eastern and southern Africa: major paleoanthropological discoveries and impact on human origins discourse in the 21st century. 


Shapstack 2015, Human evolution in 3 minutes:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ehV-MmuvVMU (video clip)
TARA digital collection
https://africanrockart.org/rock-art-gallery/
Wednesday:
-Does a cradle of humanity paradox really exist?:                          

 Sökefeld  1999.
-Midterm

Week 4
Monday: 

Case Study1: Narok  and Ngobit: village Kenya perspectives on archaeological sites. Waweru 2019, 2022
Case Study 2: walking tall project, S. Africa
-Africans  in prehistoric research:  Review of  works by:Karega-Munene,  Schmidt,  

Wednesday:

Student presentations on the social value of heritage

-Discussion: Contested heritage in the United States

Week 5_________________________________________________
Monday:

Museums in Africa


Kaplan, 1994.
Language in museum displays (debate)
The case for repatriation of African art and artifacts in western countries
Wednesday: 

Decoloniality and Afrofuturism  Ndlovi-Gatsheni 2015
Addressing the cradle paradox Stohl. Ann, Mapunda, 2013
TBA: Final exam: Paper 2
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