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Empires of East Asia (HIST S306)
Summer Session B, TTh 9:00-12:15 
Instructor: Zekun Zhang 










Office hours: immediately after class and by appointment (zekun.zhang@yale.edu)
Teaching fellow: TBD
Office hours: TBD
For a taste of the architecture of China’s Tang Dynasty (618-907), you have to visit the eighth-century Japanese capital of Nara; in the Tang capitals of Chang’an and Luoyang, nothing comparable remains. When the Japanese warlord, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, dreamed of building a World Empire in the 1590s, his plan included moving the Japanese Emperor to Beijing and himself retiring to Ningbo, near present-day Shanghai. In 1700, Korean ambassadors and their Japanese hosts would converse by exchanging poems in Classical Chinese. In 1900, nine out of ten young Chinese who studied abroad enrolled at Japanese universities. Today, East Asia is a region of tense diplomatic relations and unresolved historical resentments, but its internal flows of culture, power, trade, and technology are adding the latest layer to fifteen centuries of interaction. 
In this course, we seek to understand the history of East Asia in a wider regional context. This subject matter is vast, comprising somewhere between a quarter and a third of humanity over the past 1500 years. As such, we will not attempt comprehensive coverage; rather, we will cross this vast stream of history by a number of steppingstones, loosely grouped under the headings of three separate empires.

The Tang dynasty (618-907) unified China, occupied Korea briefly, and provided a model of empire combining Confucian and Buddhist traditions that all subsequent rulers throughout the region emulated. The land-based empire of the Qing (1644-1911) built an even larger state than the Tang by granting individual peoples a measure of autonomy. After abandoning its policies of national seclusion in the 1850s, Japan soon built its own colonial empire in East Asia (1895-1945). In East Asia, the age of formal empires came to an end in the aftermath of World War II, but their legacies continue to shape the present. In this course, we will read memoirs by the Japanese monk Ennin (794-864), the Dutch shipwrecked sailor Hendrick Hamel (1630-1692), the Taiwanese journalist Wu Zhuoliu (1900-1976), and the Korean professor Richard Kim (1932-) to learn what it was like to live under these different empires.

Each class session will be divided into time for lecture, class discussion, and interactive activities noted below. Through classroom activities, we will have the opportunity to learn hands-on how historians engage with documents. We will also learn how historians use digital tools to conduct research and share ideas. 

Like other history classes, Empires of East Asia emphasizes the analysis of primary documents, reading with skepticism, and presenting tightly written arguments. It is designed for anyone who seeks to acquire a fundamental historical understanding of East Asia, whether as a first introduction or as the only class you will take in this field. Likewise, students who have studied one or more East Asian countries will find that this course, with its focus on connections among national histories, will offer new perspectives on what they have learned elsewhere.
Here is the grading formula (improvement will be rewarded): 

20%
class participation and short assignments (including map quiz July 12)
20% 
first paper (due July 16, 5 pm)
20% 
midterm exam (due July 19)
20% 
second paper (due July 31, 5 pm)
20% 
final exam (Aug 4)
Students are expected to attend every class session via Zoom, and to participate actively. 
Course Books: 

There is one book you must purchase. All other readings will be available as ebooks or as pdfs on Canvas.

Purchase online from the Yale Bookstore or elsewhere:

· Charles Holcombe, A History of East Asia: From the Origins of Civilization to the Twenty-First Century. Cambridge University Press, 2017. $30.49 new in paperback; please get 2017 paperback edition.
Purchase optional: 

The following books are available as free ebooks through Yale’s library; purchase is optional:  

· Damien Keown, Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2013, second edition. $6.29 new. Alternative format: online book available through Yale library; please use 2013 edition. 


· Richard Kim, Lost Names: Scenes from a Korean Boyhood. University of California Press, 2011. $14.99 new. Alternative format: online book available through Yale library; 1998 edition is fine too. 
Selections will be posted online; purchase of book is optional:  

· Wu Zhuoliu, The Fig Tree: Memoirs of a Taiwanese Patriot. Author House, 2002. Used copies available online; selections will be posted on course website.
Class Schedule:

The following schedule offers a schematic look at our course. For more details on readings and assignments, please consult the “Modules” section of the Canvas website.

Tuesday, July 5: Introduction to the Class

· Class activities: course introduction, getting to know each other, Confucius’s Analects
· To prepare for next class: 

Read Holcombe p. 73-92, read Keown p. 1-95 (focus especially on p. 61-95). Also look at pronunciation guide in Holcombe textbook, p. xv-xviii. 
Thursday, July 7: Early East Asian Buddhism

· Class activities: Buddhism in Early East Asia, Virtual “field trip” with Yale University Art Gallery curator of Asian Art, Dr. Denise Leidy. 
· To prepare for next class: 

Read Ennin readings (pdfs on course website. Required: p. 1-45, 86-117. Optional: read all of p. 1-117). Study for map quiz tomorrow (list of terms will be posted on Canvas). 
Tuesday, July 12: The Tang Dynasty

· Map quiz in class
· Class activities: The Tang Dynasty, Presentation on slavery in East Asian history. 
· To prepare for next class: 

Work on paper on Ennin readings (1000 words, see separate handout): prewriting assignment by class on Thursday; final paper due Friday, July 16 at 5pm.

Review Chapters 4 and 5 of Holcombe as a supplement to the lectures. 
Thursday, July 14: The Song and Yuan Dynasties


· Class activities: The Song and Yuan Dynasties, Writing Center introduction, In-class writing workshop on Ennin’s diary
· To prepare for next class: 

Finish Ennin paper; Hamel’s journal readings (pdf on course website); study for midterm exam due Tuesday (details TBA)
Tuesday July 19: The Qing Empire and Early Modern East Asia

· Midterm exam due (details TBA) 
· Class activities: The Qing Empire and Early Modern East Asia. 

· To prepare for next class: 

Read Holcombe, p. 174-183, 217-257 (you may also wish to read p. 167-174 and 183-197); primary source readings by Okakura (online books through Yale Library); secondary sources reading by Hotta (online book available through Yale library).
Thursday, July 21: Japan and East Asia in the Late Nineteenth Century

· Class activities: The Late Nineteenth Century, activity on Visualizing Cultures
· To prepare for next class: 

Readings from The Fig Tree; read Holcombe p. 259-287 
Tuesday July 26: The Japanese Empire

· Class activities: The Japanese Empire, film screening 
· To prepare for next class: 

Readings from Lost Names, prepare for oral history activity
Thursday, July 28: The Second World War

· Class activities: World War II, in-class writing workshop, oral history activity 
· To prepare for next class: 

Work on paper on Lost Names and The Fig Tree (1000 words. See separate handout for details. Due July 31 at 5pm); Prepare for group presentations on Chapter 10, 11, 12 of Holcombe

Tuesday, Aug 2: East Asia Today

· Class activities: East Asia Today, group presentations 
· To prepare for next class: Study for final exam
Thursday, Aug 4: Final Exam

· Final exam

· Wrap-up discussion
A Note on Academic Integrity:

No plagiarism will be tolerated in this class. Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words or ideas without proper attribution, and is a serious offence. If you have questions about this, please feel free to ask me. The Poorvu Center for Teaching and Learning offers resources to learn more about proper citation (https://poorvucenter. yale.edu/using-sources).

All assignments and assessments must be your own work. The same policies that apply to term-time, in-person Yale courses apply during this online course as well. You can read more about these policies here: http://catalog.yale.edu/undergraduate-regulations/regulations/academic-dishonesty/
Expectations and Policies: 
Active, respectful participation is expected during all class discussions. Attendance is required at all class sessions. 

Unexcused late papers will be penalized at a rate of one third of a letter grade per day (for example, a B+ paper turned in one day late becomes a B). 
Accessibility: If you receive accommodations through Student Accessibility Services, please let me know within the first week of class, so that we can work to make this course as accessible for you as possible.
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